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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1971. 

I am  grateful  for  the  report  of  Mr.  Hill  which  is  incor* 
porated,  and  for  contributions  made  by  Mr.  Skerry,  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

My  thanks  go  to  members  of  the  Council,  in  particular 
those  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Management 
Committee,  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  of  the 
Council  and  to  the  staff  generally  in  the  Health  Department. 


JOHN  CONNOLLY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  248,860 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  popu- 
lation in  mid-year  1971  29,210 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (acording  to  Rate 

Book)  ...  9,810 

Rateable  Value  £1,180,621 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £ 1 1 ,444 

Population 

The  following  table  gives  the  population  figure  for  the 


past  ten  years:- 

1962 

30,190 

Civilian  and  Service  Personnel 

1963 

30,740 

»9 

99 

99  99 

1964 

31,240 

99 

99 

99  99 

1965 

31,240 

99 

99 

99  99 

1966 

31,060 

99 

99 

99  99 

1967 

30,890 

99 

99 

99  99 

1968 

30,920 

99 

99 

99  99 

1969 

30,300 

99 

99 

99  99 

1970 

30,020 

99 

99 

99  99 

1971 

29,210 

99 

99 

99  99 

1971  shows  the  lowest  population  estimate  over  the  ten 
year  period  with  a decrease  of  810  since  1970.  This  decline 
appears  to  be  partly  due  to  movements  and  adjustments  in  the 
services  and  government  civilian  personnel. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  vital  statistics  for  early  life  are  very  similar  to  those 
for  1970  and  the  situation  appears  stable  and  satisfactory. 
Because  of  the  small  numbers  involved  rates  may  vary  con- 
siderably in  some  years. 
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Births: 

Maks  Females  Total  Rates  Rates 

BRDC  E.&W. 

(a)  Live  Births 


Legitimate 

192 

190 

382 

Illegitimate 

10 

12 

22 

202 

202 

404 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  population 
(Crude  Rate) 

Birth  Rate  corrected 

... 

13.8 

by  comparability  factor 
of  1.12 

15.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 
(%  of  total  Live  Births) 

5% 

(b)  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births 

. . . 

7 

The  rate  in  1970  was 

5 

Deaths: 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

233 

196 

429 

Crude  death  rate  per 

1,000  population  ...  14.7  11.6 

Death  rate  corrected 
by  comparability 

factor  of  0.87  ...  12.8  11.6 

Maternal  Deaths  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  total  births 


5 


Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

Legitimate  ...  ...  4 4 8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — — — 

Total  4 4 8 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  births  (Deaths  under  1 year)  ...  20  18 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
in  first  month  per  1,000 

live  births)  ...  20  12 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  22  22 

Cancer  Mortality 

Again  it  is  relevant  to  point  out  the  importance  of 
cigarette  smoking  as  a causative  factor  in  cancer  of  the  lung 
and  bronchus,  which  was  responsible  for  28%  of  all  cases  of 
deaths  from  cancer  in  the  area.  Almost  half  the  male  cancer 
deaths  were  due  to  lung  cancer.  Ten  male  deaths  and  the 
single  female  death  were  in  persons  under  64  years  of  age. 

Cancer  Deaths: 


Location  of  Disease 


Male  Female 


Lung  and  Bronchus 18  1 

Intestine  ...  ...  ...  5 5 

Stomach  4 — 

Breast  ...  ...  ...  — 4 

Uterus  ...  — 3 

Oesophagus  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Blood  (Leukaemia) 1 3 

Other  (including  malignant,  unspecified  or 

benign  growths)  ...  ...  ...  9 10 


Total  38  27 
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Chronic  Bronchitis  & Emphysema. 

There  were  twelve  male  deaths  from  these  causes  during 
the  year.  Five  of  these  were  persons  under  the  age  of  64 
years.  Cigarette  smoking  is  a contributory  cause  in  producing 
deaths  from  chronic  bronchitis. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart 

Deaths  from  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease,  more  commonly 
known  as  Coronary  Heart  Disease,  again  show  an  increase  on 
the  previous  year.  This  trend  is  well  established.  Twenty- 
nine  were  persons  under  64  years,  twenty-two  being  males  at 
pre-retirement  ages.  Cigarette  smoking  is  again  a contribu- 
tory cause  of  death  as  in  the  case  of  chronic  bronchitis. 
Numerically  Ischaemic  Heart  disease  is  a very  important 
killing  disease  in  the  district  and  a reduction  in  smoking 
would  certainly  prevent  a great  deal  of  ill  health  and  mortality 
due  to  this  form  of  heart  attack. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Late  effects  of  Respiratory  T.B. 

Other  Tuberculosis  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchu 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  ... 

Leukaemia  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasm 
Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  ..., 

Other  Endoctrine  Etc.,  Diseases 
Mental  Disorders 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 


Male  Female  Total 


1 — 1 

1 1 2 

— 1 1 

12  — 12 

2 1 3 

1 1 2 

4—4 
5 5 10 

18  1 19 

— 44 

— 33 
3—3 

1 3 4 

7 10  17 

2 — Z 

1 3 4 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

2 1 3 
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Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

5 

3 

8 

Hypertensive  Disease 

6 

3 

9 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

78 

58 

136 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

4 

10 

14 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

31 

41 

72 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

14 

12 

26 

Pneumonia  

8 

13 

21 

Peptic  Ulcer  

3 

1 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

— 

3 

3 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

2 

4 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

7 

9 

All  other  Accidents  

6 

3 

9 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  ... 

233 

196 

429 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Formal  notifications  (56)  show  a decline  on  the  previous 
year  when  there  were  71  notifications.  Not  every  notifiable 
disease  is  notified  formally  however.  Food  poisoning  in 
particular  is  often  not  brought  to  the  attention  of  any  doctor. 

Virtually  all  infant  immunisation  is  carried  out  in  doctors 
surgeries  in  the  district  and  the  majority  of  work  is  organised 
through  the  County  Council’s  computer  working  scheme. 
During  the  year  Smallpox  vaccination  was  abandoned  as  a 
routine  procedure  for  infants.  This  followed  national  action 
on  the  recommendations  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccina- 
tion and  Immunisation. 


The  following  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the 
year; — 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Infective  Jaundice 
Whooping  Cough 
Salmonellosis 


1 2 3 

20  23  43 

2 2 4 

2 1 3 

1 — 1 

1 1 2 


27  29  56 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Services 

Any  necessary  investigations  or  consultations  have  been 
through  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Cumberland 
Infirmary  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  D.  G.  Davies. 
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Ambulance,  Nursing  and  Welfare  Facilities 

These  are  all  provided  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Council. 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 

The  Chest  Clinic  at  the  City  General  Hospital,  Carlisle, 
is  open  five  days  weekly  in  the  mornings  and  afternoons  for 
Mass  Radiography.  It  is  also  open  on  Wednesday  evenings. 
No  appointment  is  necessary. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  carried  out  through  the  School 
Health  Service  (Cumberland  County  Council).  Skin  testing 
followed  by  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  carried  out  on  transfer  to 
Secondary  Schooling  at  11-12  years. 
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SEWERAGE 

Wetheral  and  Great  Corby  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Following  on  provision  of  new  treatment  plant  in  summer 
of  1970  mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  of  lack  of 
capacity  in  certain  sewers  which  restricted  future  develop- 
ment. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  provision  of  these  are  now 
in  hand,  work  thereon  having  commenced  in  October  and 
was  well  advanced  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  likely,  there- 
fore, that  so  far  as  new  development  is  concerned,  and  within 
the  limits  of  the  village  development  plan,  no  further  restric- 
tions on  building  are  likely  to  arise  from  lack  of  drainage 
facilities. 

Cumwhitton  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Work  on  this  scheme  commenced  mid-January  and  was 
completed  mid- July. 

The  village  is  now  enjoying  the  full  benefit  of  main  drain- 
age. 

Carleton  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

This  scheme  commenced  in  August. 

Work  is  progressing  well  by  end  of  the  year. 

A type  of  treatment  plant  (activated  sludge)  new  to  the 
area  has  been  installed  and  was  operational  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Some  properties  have  been  connected  but  completion 
will  not  be  until  early  1972. 

Warwick  Bridge  Area  Sewerage  Scheme,  Hayton  and 
Newby  East. 

Mention  was  made  last  year  of  proposals  in  connection 
with  the  above. 
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Draft  proposals  were  virtually  complete  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and  it  is  anticipated  will  be  submitted  to  the  Department 
of  the  Environment  early  1972. 

Marker  Sewerage. 

Work  on  this  scheme  was  started  on  20th  November  and 
was  progressing  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  scheduled  for  completion  mid-July,  1972. 

Smithfield  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Work  on  this  scheme  was  started  on  1st  November  and 
progressing  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  scheduled  for  completion  at  end  of  July,  1972. 

Burgh  Area  Sewerage  Scheme  and  including  Moorhouse  and 
Grinsdale. 

Further  delay  on  farm  drainage  problems  continued  in 
1971  but  had  largely  been  resolved  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  anticipated  that  progress  can  be  expected  in  1972. 

Gilsland  Sewerage. 

Proposals  to  include  the  Convalescent  Home  have  further 
delayed  the  scheme  but  it  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be 
progress  in  1972. 

Longtown  Sewerage. 

A minor  scheme  of  sewerage  was  prepared  to  cater  for  a 
small  industrial  site.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be 
implemented  early  1972. 

Rockcliffe  Sewerage. 

A small  extension  to  the  drainage  system  was  prepared 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  cater  for  new  development  now 
under  way  in  the  village  and  also  for  future  development  as 
the  demand  arises.  Work  is  expected  to  be  carried  out  in  the 
Spring  of  1972. 
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NEW  HOUSING,  ETC. 


New  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise: 

(a)  Number  approved  during  the  year  ...  218 

Number  completed  during  the  year  ...  75 

Number  under  construction  at  end  of 

year  91 

Alterations  and  improvements  to  existing  houses: 

(b)  Number  approved  during  the  year  ...  262 

Number  completed  during  the  year  ...  183 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  by  Building 
Inspector  during  the  year: 

(c)  New  Houses  508 

Improvements  and  extensions  to 

houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  667 

Farm  buildings,  etc.  ...  172 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  587 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1971. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  1971.  Progress  has  been 
moderately  good  in  the  field  of  new  housing  but  there  has  been 
a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  being 
improved.  There  are  no  special  matters  to  which  I wish  to 
draw  attention  in  regard  to  public  health  generally  or  food 
hygiene. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support  at  all  times 
and  the  staff  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Department  for  their 
loyal  services.  Two  public  health  inspectors  resigned  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  Mr.  P.  Wilson  to  leave  local  government 
service  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Bowes  to  go  to  another  authority. 

HOUSING 

New  Building 

During  the  year  121  houses  were  built,  46  by  the  Council 
and  75  privately.  Comparison  with  the  previous  four  years  is 
given  below: — 


Year 

Council 

Private 

Total 

1967 

17 

93 

no 

1968 

34 

95 

129 

1969 

84 

91 

175 

1970 

89 

67 

156 

1971 

46 

75 

121 

270 

421 

691  Total  for  5 years. 
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The  houses  built  by  the  Council  were  on  the  Millriggs 
Estate  at  Corby  Hill  which  has  now  been  completed. 
Twenty-two  were  under  construction  at  Longtown  and  10  at 
Crosby  on  Eden  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Housing  Committee  are  anxious  to  build  more 
houses  to  meet  the  needs  of  people  on  the  waiting  list  and 
sites  for  about  70  at  Longtown  and  about  40  at  Dalston  are 
indicated  as  the  first  priority.  However  problems  of  land 
acquisition  and  of  sewerage  will  delay  building  in  these  areas. 
Indeed,  because  of  these  two  factors  it  is  difficult  to  envisage 
any  substantial  development  in  the  immediate  future.  In  the 
meantime,  the  question  of  sites  for  small  schemes  of  1 
bedroomed  bungalows  for  the  elderly  is  being  pursued.  It  is 
a very  desirable  policy  to  build  these  small  schemes  in  as 
many  villages  as  possible,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  costs 
tend  to  be  excessive  when  building  in  small  numbers. 

Negotiations  were  going  on  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
purchase  a further  35  vacant  houses  on  the  Ministry  of  Defence 
estate  at  Brampton.  This  is  obviously  very  desirable  as  these 
houses  standing  empty  attract  the  attention  of  vandals  and 
public  opinion  thinks  it  is  wrong  that  houses  should  be  stand- 
ing empty  when  people  are  in  need.  This  will  make  a total 
of  98  houses  purchased  on  this  estate. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Improvement  Grants 

1970 

1971 

Applications  Received 

74 

87 

Applications  Approved 

73 

87 

Improvements  Completed 

31 

61 

Value  of  Works  Approved 

£146,069 

£200,674 

Value  of  Grants  Approved 

£58,270 

£99,981 

Standard  Grants 

Applications  Received 

22 

31 

Applications  Approved 

22 

22 

Improvements  Completed 

17 

16 

Approvals  and  completions  of  grant  aided  schemes 
showed  a continuing  improvement  over  last  year,  although 
standard  grants  remain  very  steady. 

This  district  is  one  of  the  areas  where  75%  grants  up  to 
a maximum  of  £1500  are  available  for  a limited  period.  This 
resulted  in  a big  upsurge  of  inquiries  and  requests  for  advice 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  after  this  policy  was  announced. 
In  fact  the  department  was  inundated  with  such  requests  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a back  log  of  several  hundred 
requiring  attention.  The  average  value  of  works  approved 
has  risen  from  £2,001  to  £2,306  and  detailed  examination 
of  the  costs  of  improvement  reveals  severe  inflation  in  the 
building  industry.  It  is  quite  common  to  receive  estimates  of 
£5,000  to  £6,000  for  the  cost  of  thorough  renovation  of  a 
small  house,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  rise  in  costs 
reflects  in  part  the  overloading  of  the  building  trade  in  this 
district.  Architects  and  owners  tell  me  of  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  tenders  for  schemes  and  builders  tell  me  of  their 
difficulties  in  recruiting  skilled  tradesmen. 

The  improvement  rate  in  this  district  is  about  twice  the 
national  average  as  regards  privately  owned  property. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Clearance  Areas  (Section  42,  Housing  Act  1957) 

No  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  during  the  year. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  (Sections  9 and  16,  Housing  Act 
1957). 

No  notices  were  served  under  Section  9 during  the  year 
(i.e.  houses  unfit  but  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost). 
Under  Section  16  the  following  action  was  taken; — 

Houses  represented  as  unfit  ...  ...  10 

Notices  served  under  Section  16 9 

Demolitions  Orders  made  ...  ...  1 

Closing  Orders  made  7 

Undertakings  to  carry  out  work  accepted  13 

Closing  Orders  converted  to  demolition 

orders  ...  — 

Closing  Orders  revoked  on  houses  being 

made  fit  ...  4 

Persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses  ...  18 

Houses  demolished  ...  — 

Council  owned  houses  demolished  ...  — 

The  work  done  under  the  heading  of  Slum  Clearance 
during  the  past  year  has  been  very  small.  It  is  felt  that  the 
problem  does  not  now  exist  on  any  substantial  scale  through- 
out the  district.  However  the  slum  clearance  carried  out 
since  1954  has  been  based  on  a survey  done  in  that  year  and 
there  have  been  many  changes  in  housing  standards  since  that 
time.  Although  the  strictly  legal  basis  for  considering  unfit- 
ness (Section  4,  Housing  Act  1957)  has  been  amended  only  to 
include  ‘internal  arrangement’,  in  the  popular  mind  fitness 
now  includes  many  additional  matters  such  as  adequate 
heating,  bathrooms,  kitchen  equipment  and  adequate  storage. 
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Generous  improvement  grants  have  had  their  effect  on  the 
problem  as  many  poor  cottages  have  been  bought  up  for 
improvement,  especially  in  those  parts  of  the  district  away 
from  the  main  population  centres.  Some  of  the  these  cot- 
tages are  destined  to  become  week  end  cottages  and  some 
are  for  retired  persons  fom  large  cities,  but  the  general  effect 
is  good. 

To  re-assess  the  slum  clearance  problem,  bearing  in  mind 
new  standards  and  requirements,  needs  a new  survey  of  the 
district.  The  duty  was  laid  upon  local  authorities  by  Section 
70  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  to  inspect  the  district  from  time 
to  time  for  this  purpose. 
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HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

In  the  year  87  families  were  re-housed  by  the  Council, 
42  of  which  were  to  fill  casual  vacancies. 


Comparison  with  previous  years  is  given: — 


Year 

New  Houses 

Casual  Vacancies 

Total 

1967 

17 

39 

56 

1968 

60 

43 

103 

1969 

95 

44 

139 

1970 

117 

38 

155 

1971 

45 

42 

87 

In  addition  to  new  families  housed,  24  families  were 
transferred  to  houses  more  suitable  to  their  needs.  All 
transfers  were  on  a voluntary  basis. 

The  number  of  casual  vacancies  continues  very  steady 
and  is  at  a very  low  rate.  It  is  less  than  3%  of  our  total 
housing  stock  and  reveals  a high  degree  of  stability  of  popu- 
lation. 

The  demand  for  houses  also  continues  to  be  very  steady. 
About  180  applications  are  received  each  year,  many  of  which 
cannot  be  described  as  urgent  in  any  sense.  The  number  of 
high  priority  cases  diminishes  all  the  time  and  it  is  becoming 
rarer  to  find  gross  overcrowding  and  other  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions.  The  active  waiting  list  probably  con- 
tains about  400  names  but  this  can  only  be  determined 
accurately  by  periodic  reviews. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  other  departments 
and  agencies  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  tenants  particularly 
families  with  social  problems.  Regular  monthly  meetings 
are  held  with  the  Social  Services  Department  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  N.S.P.C.C.  to  discuss  rent  arrears  problems 
where  these  are  associated  with  family  difficulties. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Seven  informal  notices  and  three  formal  notices  were 
served  under  the  nuisance  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936.  All  were  in  respect  of  nuisances  from  farm  drainage. 

CARAVANS 

Twenty-two  sites  have  been  licensed  giving  accommoda- 
tion for  75  caravans.  The  majority  are  sites  for  a single 
residential  caravan. 

The  number  of  caravans  appearing  in  the  district  gives 
rise  to  concern  especially  since  the  completion  of  the  M.6 
motorway.  Generally  speaking  however,  they  are  confined 
to  the  peak  holiday  season  and  there  is  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  it  is  economical  to  provide  sites  with  full  facilities 
for  a short  period  of  the  year.  Up  to  now  the  demand  has  not 
been  met,  although  the  Council  support  a policy  of  the  pro- 
vision of  adequate  sites  in  the  district.  A lumber  of  planning 
applications  are  however  under  consideration. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT 

Ten  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  were  registered  on  the  1st 
January,  1971.  No  new  applications  were  received  during 
the  year. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  a big  problem  in  disposal  of 
old  cars  in  the  district.  From  time  to  time  it  is  found 
necessary  to  remove  them  from  housing  estates,  lanes  and 
woodland,  but  by  and  large  the  trade  outlets  seems  to  be  able 
to  cope  with  them. 

The  dumping  of  other  refuse  however  does  remain  with 
us  and  despite  a good  deal  of  publicity  appears  to  grow  no 
less.  Several  dumps  have  been  cleared  at  Council  expense 
during  the  year  and  one  exercise  was  made  the  occasion 
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for  considerable  publicity.  At  Holywell  Bridge,  Penton,  large 
accumulations  of  refuse  had  built  up  over  the  years  on  both 
banks  of  a stream.  Members  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Round  Table  “tendered”  to  remove  the  rubbish  and  submit- 
ted the  lowest  price.  The  rubbish  was  removed  by  volunteers 
over  a fine  week-end  in  June  and  though  the  work  was  ardu- 
ous because  of  the  physical  features  of  the  site,  a splendid 
job  of  cleaning  up  was  affected.  The  Council  provided  soil 
to  cover  the  site  at  the  conclusion  of  the  work.  The  press 
and  local  television  highlighted  the  clearance  and  the  money 
paid  was  donated  by  the  Round  Table  to  a project  in  connec- 
tion with  a local  hospital. 

There  seems  to  be  scope  for  action  in  this  volunteer  field 
but  the  message  must  be  continually  brought  home  to  the 
public.  Successful  prosecutions  are  no  doubt  the  best  pub- 
licity but  evidence  seems  impossible  to  come  by  and  persons 
apparently  must  be  caught  in  the  act  of  dumping. 

A children’s  poster  competition  was  held  with  the  theme 
of  “Don’t  dump  it”.  The  entries  were  confined  to  children 
up  to  11  years  old  attending  primary  schools.  Two  members 
of  the  staff  toured  the  schools  to  talk  to  children  and  no  less 
than  2,000  posters  were  entered.  The  best  were  judged  by  a 
panel  at  the  Council  offices  and  prizes  were  awarded  at  the 
Council  meeting  by  an  ex  Chairman  of  the  Council.  The 
standard  of  the  finalists  was  thought  to  be  very  high. 

Unfortunately,  memories  fade  very  rapidly  and  there  docs 
not  seem  to  be  a marked  improvement  in  the  problem  through- 
out the  district.  Constant  reiteration  of  the  message  over 
years,  perhaps  decades,  may  finally  make  the  public  more 
conscious  of  what  thoughtless  people  are  doing  to  the  envir- 
onment. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


A decision  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  to  extend  the 
paper  sack  refuse  system  to  the  whole  of  the  district.  I wel- 
come this  because  of  the  definite  gains  in  hygiene  and 
convenience  to  householders.  There  will  be  additional  costs, 
however,  but  experience  in  those  places  where  the  scheme  is 
already  in  operation  shows  that  householders  are  very  pleased 
with  the  arrangements.  There  will  however,  be  delays  in 
implementing  the  decision  because  of  the  alterations  it  will 
entail  in  the  productivity  bonus  scheme  which  cannot  be 
examined  by  the  Management  Consultant  Department  of  the 
County  Council  for  a long  time  hence. 

The  refuse  collection  staff  are  the  first  section  of 
employees  to  have  a bonus  scheme.  This  started  in  April, 
1971,  and  we  have  reduced  the  staff  of  loaders  and  drivers  by 
increasing  their  work  load.  The  scheme  works  without  any 
major  difficulties  but  one  feels  that  some  of  the  good  relation- 
ship with  the  public  has  been  lost  inasmuch  as  bins  must  now 
be  emptied  in  all  haste. 

One  feature  of  refuse  collection  which  is  to  be  welcomed 
is  the  increasing  number  of  calls  made  for  removal  of  special 
items  of  large  refuse.  Where  possible  these  are  accommo- 
dated during  the  normal  rounds  of  the  vehicles  but  many 
special  journeys  are  made  for  bulky  items  of  furniture. 

The  rebuilding  of  part  of  Scotby  Depot  has  been  com- 
pleted. All  workmen  have  now  proper  changing  and  clothes 
drying  facilities,  toilets,  washrooms  and  small  canteen  room. 
A new  garage  for  large  vehicles  and  workshops  has  also 
been  erected. 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE  AND  INCOME 
Year  Ended  31st  March,  1972 


Item 

Collection 

Disposal 

Salvage  Total 

(1970/71) 

Wages 

15,417 

2,316 

19 

17,752 

13,906 

Vehicles 

7,800 

2,050 

— 

9,850 

8,600 

Refuge  Tips 

— 

2,086 

— 

2,086 

1,048 

Paper  Sacks  and 
Holders 

1,197 

_ 

1,197 

852 

Advertising 

66 

— 

— 

66 

26 

Depot 

2,538 

420 

— 

2,958 

2,034 

Litter  Baskets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Misc. 

1,679 

26 

— 

1,705 

1,471 

£28,697 

£6,898 

£19 

£35,614 

£27,983 

Income 

Salvage  

— 

35 

Misc.  Rents  etc.  

326 

355 

£326 

£390 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Council  now  own  public  conveniences  at  Brampton, 
Longtown,  Dalston  and  Talkin  Tarn.  The  first  two  are  in 
great  demand  with  the  heavy  main  road  tourist  traffic. 
Unfortunately,  at  Brampton  especially,  vandalism  in  the  form 
of  minor  breakages  and  defacement  is  severe. 
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FOOD 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspections 

One  small  private  slaughterhouse  only  is  operating 
within  the  district. 


Inspection  of  Meat  1971 


Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs 
and 

Lambs 

Number  Inspected 

226 

462  — 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

29 

24  — 

Cysticercus  Bovis  only: 

Carcases  condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration 

1 

— — 

A total  of  232  lbs.  of  meat 

was  condemned. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
Legal  Proceedings 

There  was  one  prosecution  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955  where  a milk  retailer  was  charged  with  selling  milk 
containing  a foreign  body.  The  prosecution  was  not  success- 
ful although  it  was  not  denied  that  there  was  a foreign  body 
in  the  milk. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  premises  subject  to  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations: — 
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1.  Number  of  Premises: 


Hotels  and  Restaurants  (excluding  Carlisle  and 

District  State  Management  Scheme)  ...  30 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  ...  66 

Butchers 6 

Ice  Cream  and  Sweets 13 

Greengrocers  4 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  2 

Bakers  ...  2 

Wholesale  Warehouses ...  4 

Chemists  3 

Mobile  Snack  Bar  ...  1 


Total  131 


2.  Number  of  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with 

Regulation  16 131 

3.  Number  of  Premises  to  which  Regulation  19 

applies  121 

4.  Number  of  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with 

Regulation  19  ...  ...  121 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1960 

Thirty-six  dairymen  are  registered  as  distributors  under 
the  above  regulations. 

All  are  licensed  by  the  Cumberland  County  Council  to 
sell  designated  milk,  the  Council  acting  as  their  agents  in 
administering  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations. 

No  pasteurising  plants  operate  in  the  district. 

Milk  Sampling 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  keeping  quality  and  in  the 
case  of  pasteurised  milk  the  phosphatase  test  for  the  efficiecy 
of  pasteurisation  is  carried  out.  All  samples  are  subjected  to 
a ring  test  for  brucella  abortus. 

The  following  results  were  obtained: — 

Failed  Failed 

Samples  Satisfactory  Meth.  Blue  Phosphatase 
Test.  Test. 

Untreated  Milk  27  17  10  — 

Pasteurised  Milk  13  10  3 — 

One  sample  of  untreated  milk  was  positive  for  Br.  Abortus. 
When  this  occurs  all  cows  in  the  producers  herd  are  sampled 
individually  and  those  giving  a positive  result  are  isolated. 
In  this  case  the  offending  animal  was  disposed  of. 

Ice  Cream 

Forty-three  shops  and  other  premises  are  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the 
district.  Facilities  for  storage  for  sale  are  checked  when 
inspections  of  shops  etc.,  are  made. 
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Poultry  Dressing  Stations 

Two  small  premises  kill  and  dress  poultry  for  disposal  to 
trade  outlets. 

Unsound  Food 

10,080  lbs.  of  tinned  pineapple  were  condemned  at  a 
haulage  transhipment  depot  in  the  district. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  The  following  details  are  given  of  factories  in  the  area 
and  inspections  made: — 


No.  on  I ns  pec-  Written 

Premises  Register  tions  Notices  Prosecutions 

(1)  Premises  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  enforced 

by  L.A 11  7 — — 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sect.  7 is 

enforced  by  L.A.  ...  105  50  1 — 

(hi)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7 is  enforced 

excluding  outworkers.  ...  74  23  — — 


190  80  1 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  — 1. 

3.  Under  Pt.  VIII  of  the  Act  there  were  no  outworkers. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 
ACT  1968 

There  are  98  premises  registered  under  this  Act  employ- 
ing 366  persons. 


Premises  registered  under  this  Act  are  divided  as  follows: 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  on  Register 

No.  of  Persons 
employed 

Offices  

21 

140 

Retail  Shops 

63 

154 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

7 

43 

Catering  Establishments 

6 

26 

Canteens  

1 

2 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

98  366 


140  visits  were  made  to  these  premises. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


For  the  whole  of  the  year  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator 
was  absent  through  sickness.  It  was  necessary  therefore  to 
use  the  services  of  outside  firms.  The  Council’s  properties, 
i.e.  refuse  tips  and  sewerage  works  were  dealt  with  by  a local 
operator,  while  infestations  on  farms  and  private  houses  were 
referred  to  a national  firm  of  Contractors.  51  properties 
were  inspected  by  public  health  inspectors  when  infestations 
had  been  reported. 


30 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 


There  are  128  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in  force 
within  the  district.  Two  new  licences  were  issued  during  the 
year. 


JOHN  HILL, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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